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First, a great big thank you 
to all the parents who signed 
up to be on our School Site 
Council! Next month’s top-
ics will include CAASPP and 
Family Life. If you are inter-
ested in being on the SSC, 
we still have two spots open. 
Just send Ms. Meyer an 
email. 
 

Ms. Hoag is working hard to 
build our Yearbook, which is 
available for purchase 
through Entourage. Any par-
ents who are on campus are 
encouraged to take pictures 
and upload them into our 
app. If you need access to 
the app, please let me know 
and I’ll be sure to get you 

access or you can email 
them to Ms. Hoag. 
 

We are also going to be 
starting our annual food 
drive. Please look for the 
notices coming home so 
that we can make the food 
drive an even bigger suc-
cess than we did last year! 
 

The first trimester will end 
on November 8th. Report 
cards for students will be 
sent home on November 
15th.   
 

Finally, we will have a holi-
day on Monday, Novem-
ber 11th to commemorate 
Veteran’s Day and will not 
have school the week of 
the 25th for Thanksgiv-
ing! 
 

In early December, the 
NED Show will be coming 

for a school-wide perfor-
mance. The students are 
very excited to have this as-
sembly returning to our 
school. The week of Decem-
ber 16th will be a spirit week 
for the whole school, so 
please look for information 
coming home in early De-
cember. It’s a fun way to 
bring the whole school to-
gether!  
 

The last day of school before 
the winter break will be De-
cember 20th. I know it’s 
close to Christmas, but 
please keep students in 
school and do not pull them 
for extended vacations. This 
day will also be our class 
holiday parties.  

November/December 

W H A T ’S  H A P P E N I N G  A T  WUS I N  

N O V E M B E R  A N D  D E C E M B E R ?  

2019 

Attendance Matters! 

We lose $56 per day that every 
student is absent. Last year we 
lost over $20,000 in absences. 
That is enough money to pur-

chase TWO Chrome Carts full of 
30 Chrome Books.  

Please do not send your child to 
school sick, but please try to 
keep appointments and vaca-
tions outside of school hours.  
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SLEEPY HALLOW NEWS! 

H E R E ’S  W H A T ’S  H A P P E N I N G . . .  

1—No School 

4—Character Counts Assembly  

11—No School 

13—Minimum Day  

15—Report Cards Go Home 

18—School Site Council  

19—Kona Ice 

20—Collaboration Day 

22—Kindness/Anti-bully Assembly 

25-29—Thanksgiving Break, No 

School  

4—NED Show, Collaboration 

Day 

9—Holiday Gift Fair 

10—Kona Ice 

18—Collaboration Day 

20—Holiday Parties 

25-Jan.6—Winter Break 



Time is flying by in the music 

room at our school and the music 

is playing strong.  The holidays 

are just around the corner which 

is a big time for music.  Most peo-

ple can name a bunch of Christ-

mas carols but how many 

Thanksgiving songs do you 

know?   

 

An interesting fact is that people 

have been writing music for 

Christmas for centuries!  "On A 

One-Horse Open Sleigh" (Jingle 

Bells) was written by James Lord 

Pierpont in 1857 while "Joy to the 

World" was written by George 

Fredric Handel in the year 1719.   

 

Likewise, most Hannukah music 

comes from old Hebrew pray-

ers.  There is a lot of histo-

ry behind the music we 

hear this time of the year.   

 

Speaking of holiday music, our 

4th graders will be performing 

with their recorders this year at 

our Winter Concert at San Benan-

cio Middle School.  The concert 

will take place on Tuesday De-

cember 17th at 6:00pm.  This is 

a fun opportunity everybody in 

the 4th grade class gets to partic-

ipate in and it is always a joy to 

see the talented young students 

on stage.  They will also get a 

chance to see our middle school 

ensembles which can be very 

exciting and inspirational for 

young musicians.  I strongly en-

courage everybody to participate 

because it will be an impressive 

performance and you don't want 

to miss out! 

5th grade students will not be 

performing at the Winter Concert 

but we are working on our skills 

in class to prepare for future per-

formances.  There's a chance we 

might perform at a music festival 

in Spring (more info tba).   

 

Right now, it's very important that 

all instrument students are mak-

ing a routine of practicing at 

home.  At home practice is essen-

tial to succeed on any musical 

instrument so please, please, 

please practice.  It takes time and 

patience.  Practice does NOT 

make perfect, practice makes 

progress. 

Thanks for reading. 

Musically, 

Mr. Barry Capiaux 

TypingClub website and later 
diving into the world of coding 
through the use of the fun 
games on Code.org. Please 
remind your students to use 
the Chromebooks responsi-
bly.  

After 
finishing up some small 
computer safety lessons in 
October and utilizing math 
skills in Prodigy. Novem-
ber/December will be fo-
cusing on honing up typing 
skills through use of      
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L I BRA RY  CORN E R . . .  

MU S I C  PR O G R A M . . .  

CO M PUTE R  LA B  NE WS . . .  

they have done a great 

job!  Well done, students! 

*I am continuing to have Stu-

dent Librarians run the circula-

tion desk dur-

ing classes.  These students 

are chosen based on the 

group's decision to go in alpha-

betical or in a random order 

and each student gets a turn. 

Since this job puts that stu-

dent in charge for that day, it 

may at first seem overwhelm-

ing, but every one has stepped up 

to that challenge!  Please ask your 

student if they have been Student 

Librarian yet and, if so, how was 

it? 

*Lastly, I want to give a shout-out 

to Ms. Dumbacher's class for get-

ting 81% of their library rules 

homework turned in in the first 

week!  This class was rewarded 

with bookmarks from our October 

book fair.  Way to go!! 

Happy 'National Family Literacy 

Month', WUS families!  This 

month is the perfect time to 

gather the family together and 

share a book. 

*First, I would like to say that I 

have been very impressed with 

our students' behavior in the 

library this past month.  Expect-

ing children to stop and read 

quietly for 20-30 minutes is not 

easy for them, especially when 

surrounded by their friends.  But 

November/December  



S leepy Hal low News!  

Hello Washington Union 

families!  

 

Our 2019 Harvest Carni-
val was one for the rec-
ord books, thanks to the 
efforts of so many! To-
gether, we were able to 
raise almost $20,000 
that will go right back to 
our three schools. 

  

Parents' Club would like 
to extend a huge 
THANK YOU to all who 
participated. This is a 
community event and it 
would not be possible 
without all of you who 
donated items, volun-
teered your time, attend-
ed with your families, 
helped with setup or 
take-down, baked a 

cake or items for the bake 
sale, and helped spread the 
word! 

 

It was a wonderful day for the 
WUSD community and a fun 
event for our kids! 

 

Upcoming Dates to Remem-

ber: 

We will have Parents’ Club 

Meetings on Thursday, No-

vember 14th and Thursday, 

December 12th at 6pm in the 

MPR at Toro Park School. All 

are welcome to attend! The 

Parents’ Club Representative 

from each class should be 

present at the meeting. 

 

The Kona Ice Truck will be 

making an appearance at 

Washington Un-

ion during lunch 

on November 

19th and Decem-

ber 10th. Kona Ice cups range from $3-$6 

and 20% of proceeds go back to our 

schools. They are also smart snack ap-

proved!  

 

The Holiday Gift Shoppe will be at Washing-

ton Union the week of December 9 -13th. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for students 

to practice thinking of others and feel the joy 

of giving. Stay tuned for more information to 

follow!  

 

Please make sure to like us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/

WUSDParentsClub/ for updates, reminders, 

and more!   

 

WUSD Parents’ Club Board 
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PA REN T ’S  CLUB  UP DATE  

 

UN ITY  DA Y !  

https://www.facebook.com/WUSDParentsClub/
https://www.facebook.com/WUSDParentsClub/


Sleepy Hallow News!  Page 4  
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the nationalism that fueled it -- in 

their work. 

American art changed dramatical-
ly in the early 19th century.  The 
formations of galleries and major 
art academies in major cities be-
gan to appear.  European art-
works on loan hung side by side 
with American ones compelled 
the American artists to show their 
best work – fully exploring land-
scapes, history, still life and narra-

tive.   

 

In December, the Hands-on pro-
gram takes a break while our 
Picture of the Month continues 
with students studying Impres-
sionism.  Impressionism was a 
movement in painting that origi-
nated in France in the late 19th 
century.  Impressionist painters 
were considered radical in their 
time because they broke many of 
the rules of picture-making set by 
earlier generations.  Thee artists 
found many of their subjects in life 

 

Picture of the Month  

In November, Picture of the 
Month docents will be discussing 
19th Century Art. During this time, 
Italian painters were engaged in 
the major artistic movements of 
the time. Neoclassicism dominat-
ed the early 1800s and gradually 
gave way to romanticism, realism 
and experiments with impression-
ism. For much of the 19th century, 
Italy was also embroiled in a polit-
ical movement to regain local 
control from French and Austrian 
regimes and unite the peninsula 
into one nation. Italian painters 
reflected that political ideal -- and 

around them rather than in history.  They 
began to paint outside the art studio, so 
they could observe nature more directly 
and set down its most fleeting aspects-
especially the changing light of the sun.  
They were aided by the new invention of 
paint in tubes which made their work 
more portable.  Impressionist works had 
a sense of immediacy and freshness 
about them, and soon they had captured 

the attention of the world. 

 

During the holiday break, we would like to 
encourage you to take your children on a 
different adventure.  Try visiting a muse-
um!  The De Young and Legion of Honor 
museums in San Francisco all presently 
have wonderful exhibits going on.  Local-
ly, we have the Monterey Museum of Art 
where they are currently showing their 
annual “Miniatures” show. This favorite 
annual Holiday tradition showcases a 
diverse collection of 300 small-scale 
paintings, prints, drawings and sculptures 
that were created and generously donat-

ed by local artists.  

4 T H  A N D  5 T H  G R A D E  A R T  D O C E N T . . .  

Phone: 831-484-1331 
 
E-mail: 
wmeyer@washingotnusd.org 

We had a great start in October.  The quality of the students’ artwork was incredible! 

The picture of the month docents had great discussions with their students.  Thank you docents for all your hard 

work. 

 

The Art Docent Board and I would like to thank the Parents Club and all the families that supported our Harvest 
hand painted pumpkin fundraiser. We made over $8,000 this year!   All proceeds go directly to our art supplies for 

this year’s art docent lessons.  Thank you again for your generosity!  

 

November is Drawing Month The Art Docent projects for November feature drawing for all grades.  Drawing 
comes naturally to a child.  Once children discover simple forms can symbolize objects, they begin to build a vocab-
ulary in which shapes and lines are combined to stand for whatever they wish.  Young children prefer to draw pic-
tures using these preconceived symbols, rather than what they actually observe.  Starting around fourth grade, the 
student’s observation of the world becomes more acute. At this point children want to draw realistically, and this is 
an excellent time to have them observe and start thinking proportionately.  District Visual Art Standards call for 
every child to learn contour drawing and develop appropriate observational drawing skills by the time they reach 
sixth grade.  The Art Docent Drawing, Painting, and Printmaking projects in grades five through eight give students 

a chance to practice their drawing skills and build upon the contour drawing techniques introduced in fourth grade. 

 

Grade 4: Modigliani Self- Portrait gives students an introduction to contour drawing. This is a new lesson that we 
are introducing.  Students get to observe themselves in mirrors, discuss facial proportion.  They then do a self-

portrait using oil pastels. 

Grade 5: Fauve Landscape introduces students to the landscape photographs of Ansel Adams.  They identify and 

observe the landforms in the photos, then draw them in the bright imaginative colors of the French Fauve painters.  

We’re on the Web! 

www.washingtonusd.org 

A R T  D O C E N T  N E W S  I N  N O V E M B E R . . .  

Do you know what’s    

going on at school? 

 

All school events are 

posted on the calendar 

on our website. You can 

access the calendar di-

rectly by going to 

https://www.washingto

nusd.org/Page/605 

 

Want to stay even  

more connected? 

 

FOLLOW US ON  

INSTAGRAM!  

@wuelementary 

 

Will you see your       

student there this 

month? 

 

https://www.washingtonusd.org/Page/605
https://www.washingtonusd.org/Page/605


From the Counselor... 

Thank you to our amazing Anti-Bullying Crew for their work to organize  

Unity Day on October 23rd! 

 

This October was National Bullying Prevention Month and the WUSD community collaborated in 
a big way to show that we are united against bullying, together for kindness, acceptance, and in-

clusion.  We started our campaign by welcoming the world-renowned author and speaker Barbara 
Coloroso who spoke with students and parents about bullying and strategies that we can use to 
make it stop.  We ended the month by participating in the nationwide celebration of Unity Day 

that invited our students, staff, and community to wear orange to make a visual statement that we 
are united and dedicated to creating safe and supportive school communities.  It was a terrific day 

and the participation was outstanding.  Let’s continue this momentum to show support and soli-

darity that bullying behaviors are not accepted in our schools or community! 

 

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION - November 5th at 8:30am 

Please join us on Tuesday, November 5th  as we welcome guest presenter Lindsey Knight from 
AIM for our next Coffee and Conversation event.  AIM is a local nonprofit that is dedicated to rais-

ing awareness, providing education, and improving access to effective treatments to improve 
youth mental health.  You can learn more about AIM at aimformentalhealth.org   We had many 
students at San Benancio participate in AIM’s recent Ad Contest promoting awareness and hope 

regarding youth mental health.   

Congratulations to 8th grade student Alexandra Barouty for her award winning digital art 

submission shown here.  

  

Up Next: December 3rd – “Introduction to Positive Discipline and Limit Setting.”  This amazing 
conversation will be curated by Kim Biggio, a credentialed Parent Educator with a certification in 
Positive Discipline.  Kim has over 20 years of experience so this is another discussion you won’t 

want to miss! 

https://aimformentalhealth.org/

